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Season’s Greetings

Despite very challenging circumstances, this has
been another successful term at The Whitstable
School. It has been wonderful to see so many
pupils back at school, enjoying being with their
friends and learning in classrooms. We know some
parents in our community have struggled with
difficult decisions caused by the pandemic and are
glad you have put your faith in the school. Our
attendance has been excellent and we are proud of
the work pupils and staff have put into ensuring
that things are as close to normality as possible.
Our new year group hubs have proved to be
friendly and welcoming environments. Staff have
had a chance to get to know colleagues from a
wider range of subject areas and collaborate.
Pupils have got to know their mentors and hub
teams really well. As a result of reliable and fast
sterilising methods, we have been able to keep
open some of our subject speciﬁc resources
including kitchens and technology classrooms.
We have also increased signiﬁcantly our use of
portable computers and as a result I hope that
pupils will have told you that they have had full
access to lessons this term. Our teachers and
many support staff are working towards becoming
'Google Certiﬁed Educators' and this will mean that
the quality of online lessons continues to improve,
matching the excellent standards set in real
classrooms around the school.
We hope you and your family will have time to
relax over the break and look forward to
welcoming you back on Monday 4th January.

Keep In Touch!
Mrs Gibson

Headteacher

Mr Scales

Deputy Headteacher

@TheWhitSchool

#TWS
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A Mindful Moment

Christmas is literally just around the corner and often
the festive period can, at times, feel a little
overwhelming. Developing strategies to help manage
waves of emotions can prove really useful and
comforting.
One popular and effective technique is to use our
senses to help reconnect with our surroundings and
feel more ‘grounded’.
Here are a few suggestions for things to see, hear,
smell, touch and taste this Christmas to help ground
ourselves over the festive period.

See

Hear

Look out for
wintery spiders’
webs. Notice how
the frost glisterns
on each individual
strand of web.
--Take an early
evening walk to
see and enjoy the
Christmas lights
around town and
houses.

Listen to your
favourite
Christmas tunes.
Whether it is
Mariah Carey
telling us about
what she wants
for Christmas or
the more
traditional sounds
of carols;
listening to the
right music for
our mood can
certainly help us
to calm and
reconnect.

Touch
Connect with the
festive season by
taking time to
appreciate the
‘feel’ of
Christmas.
Fluffy socks,
spiky holly and
the warmth of
glowing candles
can all play a part
in helping to
ground with
touch.

Design by Esther H - Yr 9

Smell

Taste

Whenever you get
the opportunity,
take a deep
breath in and
enjoy the festive
scents of
cinnamon, cloves,
pine, nutmeg and
gingerbread.

The tastes of
Christmas go
hand in hand with
the smells of the
festive season.
Whether it is the
warm Christmas
spices or the lip
smacking ﬂavour
of the special
dinner, we
probably all have
our own tastes
that trigger the
festive feeling.

And finally……
●

●

Deep breathing helps get more oxygen in your
bloodstream. It has a physical effect on our
body to help you calm down and lower stress.
Here is an easy breathing exercise to try this
Christmas break.
○
Trace the edge of the star with your ﬁnger.
○
Breathe in, hold breathe at the point and
breathe out.
○
Follow your way around the star.
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Parents’ Survey - Results
Thank you to all of the parents who submitted responses to our parent surveys.
We’re always keen to know what we can do to improve and we value your
comments. Your positive words of encouragement are well received.
Thank you so much for making our
daughter’s transition and learning in
her ﬁrst term at TWS so wonderful,
she’s happy and seems to be ﬂourishing
both academically and in conﬁdence.

The Whitstable School is wonderful. Our son
has a diagnosis of autism and the school
works hard to ensure inclusion in all subjects.
He sometimes struggles with homework as
he feels that home and school are very
separate, but the weekly reminder does help
as a nudge.

I'm very happy with The Whitstable
school, it's amazing and the teachers
all work so hard to help my children
excel in their subjects.

My child has settled well
into the school and enjoys
the learning provided.
Thank you to all of the
teachers who work so hard
to give the children this
positive learning
experience.

So glad we chose this school for our son.
The Head and her staff are outstanding.

I am very happy so far as is Holly. I like the communication
via BromCom and emails. I liked the personal ‘well dones’
we get from teachers too. Thank you

I have nothing but praise for the school, staff
and leadership team and would without a
doubt recommend this school to anyone.

I’m proud that my kids attend this school. I think you’re
doing a great job. I don’t have anything to compare it to
I’m afraid, it’s the only secondary my kids have ever been
to! But they seem to enjoy tripping off up there every day
and it feels like such a positive, dynamic, contemporary
place whenever I visit. Thank you for everything you do.

Thank you for everything that you’re doing for all the children
during this difﬁcult time. We do really appreciate all of it.

I love the feedback from the
class teachers it makes us as
parents feel as if we are doing
the right things for our children.

We have been so impressed with this school,
our son is really happy there. We are
particularly impressed with the positive
words of encouragement and rewards he
receives as this has really given him a boost.
The provision of work during lockdown was
excellent and Josh still felt part of the school
community during this time. Thank you TWS!

I have been repeatedly impressed with the school, through their
exhibitions displaying the high standards and expectations and all
pupil appear happy enthusiastic and engaged. We are very happy
with the school, teachers and staff.
We are so impressed with TWS after
moving our son from another school.
The pastoral support he received from
day 1 (and still receives) is second to
none. The general vibe around school
is very positive, the teaching is
excellent, communication is great
and I feel that the children are valued
and cared for.
I would, and have, highly recommend
TWS to friends for their children who
are approaching secondary school
age.

My child has made
fantastic academic
progress and has also
really grown in
conﬁdence since starting
at the school. We think
the teachers are brilliant
and our child is very
happy at the school.
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Fantastic ﬁrst impression. Brilliant communication and I really value having direct access to
individual teachers via email, teachers respond quickly and are supportive. I had the advantage of
learning ﬁrst hand of the emotional and practical support available from staﬀ to pupils when my
daughter forgot her blazer, exceptional level of care shown to my very upset year 7 girl. I am
without doubt that TWS is of a high standard in terms of its communication and nurturing
teaching style.

In a year that has given my
family so much grief and
sadness, the school has given
so much support thank you.

It's been a very challenging year
for both pupils, staff and parents
but the school have been
extremely professional and
reassuring, thank you for all you
do.
I am happy with every aspect
that this school delivers for my
Son. He has made excellent
progress each year through his
self dedication to learning with
the support of all his teachers.
Thank you all.

It's been a very challenging year for both pupils, staff and parents but the
school have been extremely professional and reassuring, thank you for all
you do.

I am so proud of my son's progress and it's all thanks to
The whitstable school for all their hard work

We have been so impressed
with all aspects of TWS - the
teachers; the Head; the
responsiveness; the quick and
decisive change
implementation needed due
to Covid. What a fantastic
school. Thank you.

Both my daughters love
this school we have no
issues and are really happy
they both attend this
school

With so many things
being difficult, I really
appreciate the strength
and calmness shown
by the school. The
teachers go the extra
mile and seem make
teaching seem fun and
engaging. After doing
this myself during
lockdown, I know
difficult this is!

Throughout a challenging year, the school has been steadfast in its commitment towards
providing strong guidance and continuing support in my child’s education. My child has
remained conﬁdent in their learning and more importantly, in their own abilities. The
encouragement they have received through home learning and back at school has been
seamless.
And ﬁnally… We would love to set up a library of interactive
resources which focus on careers and the workplace. If you feel
you could record a 2-4 minute presentation which explains your
career path, qualiﬁcations, the daily job, highs or lows; then
please consider getting in touch with us. We’re happy to talk to
you before you press ‘record’. During TRACK sessions, pupils
have shown a particular interest in nursing, accounting,
architecture, the beauty industry, carpentry, graphic design,
dentistry, social work and child care.
We are preparing our ‘next generation’, so do consider getting
involved too! Contact: Luci Brown luci.brown@swale.at
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Christmas Reads
What is the English Department reading over Christmas?
We can’t think of anything better than ﬁnding a cosy chair, a plate of mince pies,
and a good book over Christmas! Here’s what we’re going to get our noses into over
the holidays:
Ms Ritchie - The Binding by Bridget Collins.
I ﬁrst picked up this novel because the reviewers had promised me a truly
entertaining piece of escapist ﬁction reminiscent of Sarah Waters, and with a
touch of Phillip Pullman magic...and I have to say, I was not disappointed.At ﬁrst,
this novel simply appears to be a beautiful gothic tale that will whisk you away to
another world. However, as the intriguing characters pull you in and the subtle
mysteries unfold, what you ﬁnd is a rumination on love, loss, memory, power and
control. With each twist and turn, you will gasp with surprise, hold your breath
with anticipation and fall head over heels for a truly modern tale of love,
deception and ﬁghting for survival against all the odds. A perfect cosy winter
read.
Mr Scales – is reading Homo Deus: A Brief History of Tomorrow by Yuval Noah
Harari. It's a fascinating look at the impact of artiﬁcial intelligence across all
aspects of our lives in the next twenty years (including education).

Ms Flowers – I'm hoping Father Christmas brings me More than a Woman by Caitlin
Moran. I absolutely loved 'How to be a Woman' and this is the follow up. She
explores issues facing women today with humour and vim: a fresh and readable
take on feminism.

Ms Simmons – is planning to read Troubled Blood by Robert Galbraith - it's the
latest in the Comoran Strike novels and it's a pseudonym for JK Rowling, so I'm
excited to dive into some murder mystery! I am also looking forward to reading A
Promised Land by Barack Obama. I am a huge fan of political memoirs and I am
excited to explore Obama's own reﬂections on his time as President. I want to
know what inspired him and whether or not he is happy with his achievements as
one of the most powerful ﬁgures in the world today.
Mrs Day – I've decided I'm going to read The Knife of Never Letting Go - the ﬁrst in
the Chaos Walking trilogy by Patrick Ness. I'm excited to get stuck into this
science-ﬁction novel. It promises to be an exciting read, with a male protagonist
running away from his hometown. Oh and apparently everyone hears your
thoughts... imagine the chaos!

Ms Gee – will be reading The Starless Sea by Erin Morgenstern. I want to read it
now but I think it will be too good to waste, so I can’t wait for Christmas. Night
Circus is my favourite book of all time and I have waited 8 years for its sequel!
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Christmas Reads Continued...
What is the English Department reading over Christmas?
Ms Smith – This Christmas I plan to ﬁnally read Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier. It's
a classic that has been on my list forever and after recently watching the new
Netﬂix adaptation, I'm excited to read the original text!

Mr Gregory – I’m excited to read The Wee Free Men by Terry Pratchett over the
Christmas holidays. It’s about young witches, missing brothers, grumpy cats, and
of course, angry Scottish faeries – what more could you want?!

Ms Christodoulou – is reading The Best of Sherlock Holmes by Arthur Conan Doyle.
As I’ve read the mysterious, thrilling, and blood-tingling Hound of the Baskervilles
and A Study in Scarlet, I thought I would get a hold of Doyle’s short stories.
Looking forward to many different adventures - short and quick - that will be
perfect for a cosy Christmas evening!

Miss Morgan – is reading Where Angels Fear to Tread by E.M. Forster. I love A
Room With a View so I’m hoping this will be equally good with Forster’s satirical
edge.

A Dickensian Christmas
We will be spoilt for choice with some amazing
Christmas ﬁlms and often they are based on the best
literature. One of the most read books at this time of
year is Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. Published
in 1843, it has ‘staves’ rather than chapters and it is
one of the most translated books. Famed for
capturing the ‘new’ way to celebrate Christmas, it
tells the story of miserable old Scrooge who is as
‘solitary as an oyster’. If you’re interested, you could
watch ‘The Man Who Invented Christmas’ on Sunday
20th December. It tells of Dickens’ desperation to
write a bestseller and how he used his own childhood
experience to inform readers of the desperate plight
of the poor.
To read the book, follow the link: A Christmas Carol
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News From The Library
The library continues to buy books so remember to mention any recommendations
to Mrs Davies. In the meantime, here are some tasters of our ‘just in’ books.
Is There Anybody Out There? – By Dara O’Briain:
A brilliant, funny, essential guide to help you sort
your science ﬁction from your science facts.
Windrush Child – By Benjamin Zephaniah:
In this heart-stopping adventure, Benjamin
Zephaniah shows us what it was like to be a child of
the Windrush generation.
Disney – A Twisted Tale – So This Is Love:
What if Cinderella never tried on the glass slipper?
Morgan Charmley Spells and Secrets – By Katy Burchill:
Morgan Charmley must keep her magical powers
under control and undercover at school – tricky when
her best mate, warlock Owen, is playing pranks on her.
And when Morgan accidentally ﬁnds herself on the
school quiz team, a fellow secret witch seems out to
sabotage her...
‘A Life Story’ series:
This gripping series throws you directly into the lives of modern society’s most
inﬂuential ﬁgures. With striking black and white illustration, along with timelines
and ‘never heard of before’ facts. The series features: Alan Turing (Computer
scientist), Rosalind Franklin (DNA pioneer), David Attenborough (Natural
historian) and Stephen Hawking (Theoretical physicist)

Well-being books
Break the Mould – By Sinead Burke:
From the power of being different, to celebrating the things you love about
yourself and helping others do the same, this is your handbook for ﬁnding
YOUR place in the world.

Glow! Be Conﬁdent, Be You:
A book full of friendly advice and fun activities to help you be you!

Dare To Be You:
This book will blow your mind. It will dare you to follow your own path, love
what makes you different and to question the world around you…..
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An Audience With...
Working closely with Speakers 4
Schools, we were lucky to host a
virtual event with internationally
recognised designer Domenic Lippa.
Mr Lippa has gifted the school with
a selection of his books and it was fascinating to
hear about his work. Domenic’s clients range
from Swarovski, H & M, BT, Rolls Royce and Virgin
Media.
CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT DOMENIC

Year 7 - enjoying the ‘Audience With’ event

Pupil
Feedback

Really good. I love the different writing
and like to do this myself changing my
writing when I do art projects

Year 7 design work
inspired by the ‘Audience With’

Sophie W (Year 7)

I loved the faces and it
made me think of how I
could express feelings
through art. We did a
competition in MFL and
lots of us took pictures of
ourselves. It was amazing
to see how the ideas
developed for him.

Josh (Year 7)

It was all really
good- I loved all of
the art- especially
the temple/
balloon on yellow
stilts idea- it
looked like
something from
another planet

Max (Year 7)

I know that I am good at
multitasking but I couldn’t
believe what he was saying
about having different
projects coming to life all
together. He must have a
fast moving brain to be able
to do this. Each of the ideas
looked original.

Abby
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Why I Love Science?
Enjoy the following three essays which have been shortlisted by the science
Department and explain why pupils love science. Well done Lilian, Jack and
Morgan. These have been put forward for a science competition at the Rutherford
Appleton Laboratory. Good luck to you all!

Why I Love
Science

Why I Love
Science

Why I Love
Science

By Jack B

By Lilian S

By Morgan C

Year 8

Year 7

Year 9

CLICK or TAP to read the essays

Oh Chemis-tree...

O Chemistree, O Chemistree,
Your test tubes are all beaming.
O Chemistree, O Chemistree,
Your metal stand is gleaming.
Electrons spin within your lights,
Excited then to ground state fall.
O Chemistree, O Chemistree,
Your reactions are all streaming!

O Chemistree, O Chemistree,
Your colours shine so brightly;
O Chemistree, O Chemistree
Mixing chemicals to be colourful.
Each year you bring to us delight
With brightly shining Chemis- light!
O Chemistree, O Chemistree,
Of all the festive trees most lovely.

The science team have added some
colourful cheer to the Year 10 zone.
The little ﬂasks contain chemicals
mixed to show different pHs so it’s
both cheery and informational.

O Chemistree, O Chemistree,
We learn from all your Chemistry;
O Chemistree, O Chemistree,
We learn from the reaction series.
Your bright green bulbs with festive cheer,
Give hope and strength throughout the
year.
O Chemistree, O Chemistree,
We learn from all your beauty.
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Modern Foreign Languages News
A huge number of pupils took part in our Modern Foreign Language quiz which saw
pupils posed in a way to deﬁne human emotions. The winners and runners-up are
below.

The Winners

“Contenta/ Contente”
by Rose C

“Enfermo/ Mauvais”
by Samuel A

The Runners-up

“Aburrido/
Ennuyeux”
by Dhillon L

“Orgullosa/
Fier”
by Nancy M

“Preocupado
/ Inquiet”
by Ethan L

“Tranquilo/
Calme”
by Logan H

“Estresada/ Stressé”
by Matilda P

“Enfadado/
En colère”
by Jamie R

“Cansado/
Fatigué”
by Sienna K

“Relajado/ Détendu”
by Joshua D S

“Enfadado/ En colère”
by Aimee B

MFL News
Year 7 pupils have loved accessing a new language. The MFL Culture Club meets
in GZ11 at lunchtime on Tuesdays and Thursdays. This term we have been
learning about the weird and wonderful ways that people celebrate Christmas
across the world and we are illustrating these strange traditions with our own
Christmas card designs. We have been listening to Spanish and French carols
and have also had the opportunity to try Christmas delicacies such as panettone
from Italy, stollen from Germany and baklava from Turkey!
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MFL Challenge

CLICK or TAP TO PLAY VIDEO

¡FELIZ AÑO NUEVO!
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
The 12 grapes of good luck (las doce
uvas de la suerte) is a popular New
Year's Eve tradition throughout the
Spanish-speaking world. At midnight,
people eat one grape for every strike
of the clock to earn 12 months of
prosperity. It is harder than it sounds!
Give it a go with your family on the
31st of December. Why not video your
attempt? Send your videos to
marisa.amboage@swale.at for a
chance to win a prize!

Sixth Former Steps Up To Break Foodbank Collection Record
Connor in year 13 has taken responsibility for organising the annual foodbank
collection. This is part of the service learning element of his International
Baccalaureate, in which pupils identify a community need.
He asked for donations for the foodbank ahead of Christmas. Connor has been
supported by pupil parliament representatives from every mentor group to drive
the project and collect as much food as possible. Connor produced a presentation
assembly and has organised a collection point in each of the year group hubs. Last
year the school managed to collect over 850 items for the foodbank and Connor is
determined to get even more this year. He has passed on his thanks to you for your
support.
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Technology News
Year 7 pupils have produced some wonderful clocks - from design to ﬁnal
product.

Electronic
USB lamp
by Louis C

An example of
Year 10 work,
showing a
mind-map to
help clarify
initial ideas.

Fabulous Festive Food
The history of the Yule log cake stretches all the way back to Europe’s Iron Age,
before the medieval era. Back then, Celtic Brits and Gaelic Europeans would
gather to welcome the winter solstice at December’s end. People would feast to
celebrate the days ﬁnally becoming longer, signaling the end of the winter season.
To cleanse the air of the previous year’s events and to usher in the spring, families
would burn logs decorated with holly, pinecones or ivy. Wine and salt were also
often used to anoint the logs. Once burned, the log’s ashes were valuable
treasures said to have medicinal beneﬁts and to guard against evil. Some groups
claimed the ashes would protect the bearer from lightning—an important quality
at a time when houses (and most of the contents in them) were made of wood.

CLICK HERE to
Make your own
Yummy
Chocolate Log

Year 10 students have brought their own twist to the traditional recipe. See
above for some of their fabulous ﬁnal creations.
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PE at TWS
Due to current restrictions, The Whitstable School
teachers have not been able to run any after-school
clubs or ﬁxtures. So this year we have teamed up
with the other schools in the district to compete
virtually in an indoor athletic competition for both
years 7 and 8.
The events have taken place in school and all results
from the school have been submitted online.
Developing this, we have created an inter-school
competition where pupils will be competing within
their house, Victory and Endeavour. This is a great
way for pupils to still feel the competitive edge of
PE, ﬁrstly inside the school and then within the
district. Stay tuned for next term’s newsletter to see
how we did.
The Year 7’s have come to TWS with buckets of talent, impressing PE staff.
A special mention to Lilian S, Hattie, Forest and Kira who have all shown great
attitude and skill within their PE lessons. Also, Daniel M who has shown excellent
climbing skills this term and, Jack K who made it into the year 7 district football
team!
Miss Connolly would also like to give a mention to Ruby C, Roxy and Grace D from
year 8, for not only showing 100% effort and great ability but also great leadership
skills this term.
Well done to all year 7 for settling in to life at TWS and for setting very high
standards within PE and making the ﬁrst two terms very successful!
Merry Christmas from the TWS PE staff.

Festive Finance Quiz
Do you know your money?
1.

Which country used paper money ﬁrst?

2.

How much is the big money note Giant worth?

3.

In the United States what do they print more
money of, actual money or monopoly money?

4.

When was the ﬁrst ATM installed in the UK?

5.

In 1945 what percentage of British notes were
fake?

Answers 1. China in the 7th Century 2. One million pound note - A Titan is
a £100 million pound note. 3. Monopoly prints $30 billion and real money is
$972 million. 4. 1967 in London. 5. 12%

.
What other money
facts can you ﬁnd
out over the
Christmas holidays?
Let Mrs Higgins know
any that you do ﬁnd
out.
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Art Achievements

Success at the John Downton Awards
A large group of TWS students have
been successful in having their GCSE
and A level art pieces selected for the
annual John Downton Awards
exhibition. Their work is currently
appearing in the John Downton Awards
Online Exhibition and is now live,
please click here to view it. This is a
record amount of entries selected for
TWS this year, we are extremely proud
of all the students involved.
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Rosa W - Year 13
Anila B - Year 11
Nikola A - Year 11
Max G - Year 12
Erin S - Year 12
Candice L - Year 11
Hannah C - Year 12
Isla E - Year 11
Tyler S - Year 13

Finalists Showcase

Hannah C

Award Winner Anila
Anila won the
award for Mixed
Media in her age
category. She
received her
award in a virtual
awards ceremony,
and this is what
she said about
her work:
“My work is based
on some photos
when my dad and
grandad were in
the army. Even
though they were
in the army and
risked a lot, they
didn’t get any
recognition for their bravery.
People in my family have had to ﬂee
because of war, ending up in lots of
different parts of the world. This piece is
important to me because I based the work
on my own family photos and experiences.
This contrasts with the erasure of the
faces, showing how the word ‘refugee’ has
become so common we forget real people
are living these stories.”

Nikola A
Candice L

Erin S
Max G

Rosa W

Isla E

Tyler S
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Photoworks Festival
Yr 12 and 13 photographers collaborated with Photoworks Festival by curating and
hanging a special exhibition in the Cove stairwell.
We then met (via Zoom) festival organiser and curator Julia Bunnemann to discuss
the Photoworks festival-in-a-box project!
Students hope to display their own work within the festival exhibition early in the
new year.

Thank you from the Dance Department
The dance team have been highly impressed by the excellent standard
of work pupils have been creating in dance thus far.
Year 7 have explored the ‘Five body actions of dance’, learning how to
both perform extended sequences of movements and choreograph
them. We have been extremely pleased with the fabulous work
completed in our Mission Impossible scheme of work.
Year 8 have explored dances from other cultures and traditions, looking
at martial arts as a basis for creativity. This term they have created
sensitive and engaging work looking at political oppression through
Ghost Dances by Christopher Bruce.
Year 9 have made an excellent start to their dance works creating pieces
that explore choreographic devices as well as augmenting their
technical skills through dance lessons of greater complexity.
Years 10 and 11 are making excellent progress in their RSL Dance course,
and we have seen some beautiful examples of contemporary and jazz
dance work.
An exciting addition to dance this year is our ﬁrst 6th form group who have been
exploring post-modern dance practitioners, whilst developing more advanced
technical and performance skills.
All pupils in all year groups have worked incredibly hard (even if wearing their
uniform at present). Thank you for a stupendous term of work!
Mr Granville (Subject Leader of Dance)
Mr Dare (Teacher of Dance)
Mr Lightfoot (Teacher of Dance and PE)
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Drama
The drama department would like to share some fun games with
you to play during the two week holiday.

Sparkle and Shine

1

You could entertain your family by
performing your own little show

3

Freeze Frame Charades

2

Jot down some of your favourite
books or ﬁlms and think of
showing them in three separate,
still frames

Ibble Dibble

Great tongue twister game to help you enunciate (as seen on The
Crown’!) Sit in a circle and give everyone a number. You will need
a little stamper or a piece of charcoal which you will use to pop a
‘mark’ on their face. This is the ‘dibble ibble’. First player names
themselves (“one ibble dibble”), says how many dots they have
(“with ... dibble ibbles”) and then call another player saying how
many dots they have (“calling 5 ibble dibble with 4 dibble ibbles”)

Below is an extract from Year 11 coursework, showing some
wonderful analysis about the conscious decisions made
during the rehearsal process.
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Music News
Year 7's this term have been learning
about African drumming. They have
learnt where the drum comes from,
how it is made and the cultural
signiﬁcance the drum has in tribal
traditions.
On cooler days, they have learnt to
gently massage the skin to warm it
up so its tone improves as you play.
There has been some amazing work
from composing their own ostinatos,
polyrhythms and even having a go at
syncopated rhythms.

Are you a budding musician?
Have you ever taken or wanted to take private instrumental lessons? Well did you
know that here at The Whitstable School we offer a range of instrumental and
singing lessons. You will be learning from a professional musician and these
lessons can still run during these unusual times, if you have access to your
prefered instrument.
We offer:
Piano Lessons
Singing lessons
Guitar Lessons (Electric, acoustic and bass)
Drumming lessons
If you are interested and would like more information then
please contact Mr Richardson either in school or by email
luke.richardson@swale.at

It’s Showtime!
There are some wonderful musicals on
over Christmas time- from La La Land
to Mama Mia. Sky Arts are showing
several West End Classics as they
promote live theatre. Could you
challenge yourself and watch one for
every day of the holiday?!
Find out more:
Sky Arts Christmas Advert 2020 🎄
There are lots of musicals and plays
available online now, we’ve included a
couple of tasters on the right, but
check out the full list below:
Stage Shows & Musicals
Streaming Online 🎵

Why not
try Disney’s
Tangled:
The Musical?

Or how about
Shakespeare’s
Romeo and
Juliet?

17

From The Hubs: Year 7
Generous Donors
Thank you for your generosity to our
Food Bank collection that Connor in
Year 13 has organised.

Card Design Champion
There were
lots of
beautiful
designs for
the Christmas
card
competition.
Well done to
Lydia for her
beautiful
robin.

Table Tennis Tournaments
Year 7 pupils are enjoying playing
table tennis in the winter sun. Our
best player, Chloe ﬁnally met her
match on the table. Mr Yates who has
played since the age of 6 admitted
Chloe had proved adept and he was
impressed by her standard of play.
Although it was freezing, Chloe and Mr Yates quickly warmed up and chatted away
throughout the game. Chloe plays for Herne Bay Juniors. Playing in a local league
in Oxfordshire, Mr Yates qualiﬁed at 13 for England Schools Tournament and has
many happy memories as well as over 300 trophies to remind him of his proliﬁc
career at the table. At the age 16 he became the youngest ever Oxfordshire Men’s
Singles Champion, beating Karl Bushell in the ﬁnal (the only person ever to beat
Karl). Chloe will meet Mr Y at the table for a January re-match!

A Romanian Christmas by Marie
At Christmas in Romania there is
always lots of snow. Children play
outside on sledges and children make
snowmen and snow angels. Hot
chocolate is popular as well as lots of
treats to share. It is traditional to kill
a pig and slowly cook it over an open
ﬁre. If you are good, then presents are
left in your shoes but if you are a bad
child, then coal is left in your shoes.
Celebrations last from the 20th of
December until the 7th of January.
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Merry Christmas Year 7

The Year 7 hub team wish all of the pupils in Year 7 a happy and
healthy 2021!
Can you spot our partridge in the pear tree?!

Merry Christmas

Have a wonderful break Year 8. Thank you for all of your hard
work and joy this term!
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From The Hubs: Year 8
Why we

Yr 8
I love year 8, because
the teachers are the
most fun!
Mrs Franklin is a
legend!
We are doing really
interesting work in
technology
#loveourhub because
of the all round
support and care
available from staff
and pupils.

The Year 8’s all made
their own handprint and
said a positive thing
about this year. All the
hands together made a
really awesome display
for the Year 8 hub.

Competition Entries

Random Acts of Kindness

Well done to all the Year 8 students
who entered the BAE Systems in
Rochester Christmas Card
Competition. You produced some
really amazing Christmas Cards.
Hopefully one of you will win.

Year 8 wanted to make everyone feel loved
at Christmas. Cacie (8SGI) and her Mum
had a brilliant idea to send Christmas
cards to the elderly. The hope is to bring
some festive cheer to those who may not
get to see their loved ones at Christmas.

Design by
Corey

Excellent Work!
Well done to the following for getting into the Year 8
Book of Excellence.
Shire J
Finlay O’B
Chloe L
Ruby C

Max J
Stephen H
Lacey L
Beth L

Ophelia F
Ronnie T
Erin K
Olivia S
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Year 8 Mentor Successes
8AUS

8CGI

8EBA

8JWH

Preston has
started to drum
again along with
taking his gamer
score from zero to
hero.

We had the highest
number of
achievement
points at the end
of Term 1 (403)

Well done to Finn
Langmaid for
raising money for
cancer research by
doing a charity
stream of his
gaming online.

Louis has learnt to
play the drums and
is pretty epic at it.

Fin and Olivia have
both been in the
book of excellence.

Amelie, Ophelia
and Ruby C have
all had work in the
Book of Excellence!

Bonita has been
learning more
skateboard tricks

8REI
Beautiful
Christmas card
designs by Will F,
Caden and Beth.

News Quiz Leaders
- the whole group
competes weekly in
the Friday News
Quiz, our regular
winners each week
so far have been
April and Lexie can they keep up
their winning
streak?

8SGI

8SSP
Charlie H got into
the Kent
championship for
running.

Jack B has improved
his guitar skills.
Matilda P was runner
up in the MFL
competition.
Ronny T is awesome
at riding his
motorbike and
Brandon learnt a new
bike trick while
wheelying

Charlee B and
Charlie H are really
enjoying some
success in
badminton
doubles.
Brianna rescued a
bird!

Freya still hasn’t
changed her new
baby sisters nappy!
Ruby C’s team won at
basketball.

Over 40 Achievement Points!

Our mentor group
is also in the top 15
in the school for
Fantasy football
(beating Mr Yates)
and 2nd in the Year
8 hub.

Cameron has
become proﬁcient
at Photoshop.

Evie F has learnt to
play the guitar and
is awesome at it.
Ben has got the
dub In CoD
Warzone.
Darna created an
amazing artwork
on wood for her
dad as a present.

8WAK
Jasper got his
highest score in a
Spanish test!!
Jack, Guy, Louis &
Freddie’s football
team ﬁnished 1st
and undefeated in
the season!
Millie created great
art inspired by
Among Us.
Preston raised
money for charity
and practiced his
photography skills!!

Well done to the following students for this
amazing accomplishment!

8AUS
Olivia H & Olivia L

8EBA
Olivia Se

8SGI
Mollie S, Ruby C, Henry W

8SSP
Harvey H, Vincent,
Olivia St, Morgan,

8CGI
Ophelia, Stephen

8JWH
Erin K

8REI
Reece, Michael

8WAK
Grace W, Preston Bl
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From The Hubs: Year 9
Year 9 have been busily creating in their lessons. Well to
Lewis and Charlotte- their designs are stunning and
beautifully crafted.
Bill has also impressed staff with his stunning work.

How It’s Made - by Esther H
To start my project I ﬁrstly searched for some images on the computer to inspire
me for what I was going to design on my headband. I also wanted to see what
colours would ﬁt in with my theme of the project. After that I collected a
headband from the boxes of fabrics accessories. I also found some paper
materials and other items that would help me make and design my headband
including. tissue paper, crêpe paper, regular paper and some other things to make
my pink and purple tissue paper ﬂowers. I started by rolling tissue paper and
crêpe paper into a ball and that made it crumpled which made it textured.
After that I made a few more and then glued
them on top of each other, getting smaller in the
middle and then I cut up a small bit of black
ribbon for the centre of the ﬂower and stuck the
ﬂower on the black headband with tape. That is
my progress for now but I can’t wait to ﬁnish it
and complete my ﬂower themed headband in the
remaining lessons of term.
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Sixth Form Open Morning
On Monday 23rd November, Year 11 students were invited to attend a sixth form
open morning. Students were able to go along to the subject stands and talk to
a teacher about the different pathways into the subject. It was a really exciting
event with lots of really meaningful conversations taking place. Staff
mentioned how mature Year 11 were in asking really detailed questions about
the courses.
On Friday 11 December our year 11 became sixth formers for a day. They also
got to dress as a sixth former too!
If you have any questions about Sixth Form please contact Mrs Brown or if you
have any questions about careers and next step please contact our careers
advisor Mrs Rawlinson
Mrs Brown ,
Head of Sixth Form

Showcasing the Sixth Form
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THE WHITSTABLE SCHOOL
Notice Board
TO CONTACT THE SCHOOL PLEASE PHONE 01227 931300
OR EMAIL tws_admin@swale.at

The Centre for
Independent Living in
Kent has launched
to
Operation SafetyNet,
provide befriending
phone calls to people
isolated over the
holidays. If you know
someone who would
beneﬁt run Lizzell on
07394 490 505

Remember that if you or
a family member feel
vulnerable or need
support then help is
available.
Below are a list of
contacts who can help:
Childline - 0800 1111
childline.org.uk
NSPCC - 0808 800 5000
nspcc.org.uk
Mind - 0300 123 3393
mind.org.uk
Samaritans - 116123
samaritans.org

Those with childre
n might
like to keep an ey
e on the
WhitSparkle facebo
ok
page - Father Chri
stmas is
posting a weekly
bedtime
story every Saturd
ay for
those who can't vi
sit him
in a grotto this ye
ar

Rising Sun offers an
anonymous, conﬁde
ntial
helpline is a free se
rvice
offering emotional
support, practical
information and a
safe
space to talk.
Available Monday to
Friday 9am to 5pm
. We are
here to listen, belie
ve and
support.
Call 01227 452852 or
email

support@risingsun

kent.com
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Community News
Shopping local goes a long way
As you are aware it has been a tough year for everyone.
Whitstable and Tankerton’s independent businesses have lost
out on many months of customers and revenue and worked
hard to make shopping safe.
Some of these businesses are paying back into the
community with free meals for less fortunate families and by
choosing to shop local where possible – you will pay into this
generosity and community support.
Shop locally wherever you can to help our high streets
survive, support the community and be here in the future.

Shopping local means that:
●
●

●
●

Up to 63p of every £1 spent stays in YOUR local community, as opposed to
5p spent out of town
It is better for the environment with less fuel for travel and less
packaging compared with online retailers who over-package goods for
transport
Local businesses get involved with their local communities and collaborate
to make their towns places people want to visit
Many of our businesses can rival online brands in terms of quality and
their expertise and customer service cannot be rivalled online
Visit Shop by The Sea

Free meals for families
Many families ﬁnd themselves in more need this year than ever and our local
businesses have recognised this, here’s who is paying back in your community
and what they are doing:
In Whitstable the businesses supporting families in need are:

Umbrella Café CIC
www.theumbrellacafe.co.uk
07518065801 and V C Jones
www.vcjones.co.uk
01227 272703 are working
together to raise £1000 for
community Christmas meals
& offer a pay it forward
scheme and free meals

cafeandkitchen.co.uk
01227 276941
michelle@cafeandkitchen.co.uk

They do Gifts of Hope,
either some of their
Katsu Kitchen food or a
Christmas Dinner

La Cocina FB
5 High Street
07554 419745
offering a discreet
free meal delivery.
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Christmas Greetings!
Can you link the christmas phrase with its country of origin?

1

A

2

B

3

C

4

D

5

E

6

F

7

G

8

H

9

I

10

Answers
1. E (Sweden) 2. I (Spain) 3. G (Greece)
6. H (Germany) 7. B (Italy) 8. D (Japan)

J

4. J (Poland) 5. A (Croatia)
9. F (France) 10. C (Holland)

Festive Colouring
Click on the image below
to ﬁnd some winter
themed colouring pages
that you can complete
online, or print, it’s up to
you.

From everyone at TWS
we wish you a restful
break.
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