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13 DECEMBER 2024 

NEWSLETTER
Dear families,   
 

This week has been a busy and festive one at The Whitstable School. Our Year 7 students celebrated academic 
success with a special lunch with the Headteacher, while our Stage Academy students spread joy through 

Christmas carolling at Maya's Community Cafe and Bradbury Grange Nursing Home. The school also achieved 

outstanding GCSE results, ranking top among non-selective schools in the area. For more details on these and 
other school news, please read our newsletter. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Dates: 

 17/18 December 2024 - Christmas Variety Show  

 18 December 2024 - Christmas Dinner  

 19 December 2024 - Sixth Form Parents Evening  

 19 December 2024 - Fish and Chips Day 

 20 December 2024 - Non Uniform Day  

 20 December 2024 - Term 2 Ends (Early Finish at 

12:45)  

 06 January 2025- Term 3 Starts  

 

 

Update  

 

** REVISED TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC 
YEAR 2025-2026 ** 

 
Our term dates for the 2025-2026 academic 

year have changed. Please click the link below 
or visit our website for more information. 

 
Term Dates 2025-2026 

 

 

NEXT WEEK IS 

WEEK A 

TIMETABLE 

 
 

https://www.thewhitstableschool.org.uk/information/term-dates
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**A Message from the Headteacher** 
 

This week the government has published the first set of GCSE results for all schools in 
England. I am thrilled to share that The Whitstable School has achieved the best 

GCSE results among all non-selective schools from Herne Bay to Faversham!  

This accomplishment is a testament to the dedication and hard work of our students, staff, 
and parents. I am confident that our forthcoming results will continue to improve as we 

further develop active learning strategies and introduce a wider variety of assessments for 
learning strategies in our classrooms. We are also strongly encouraging your sons and 

daughters to complete both offline and online homework, helping to build a culture where 

revising at home becomes second nature. This focus on home study is fundamental to 
securing the highest possible GCSE and A-level results.  

 
As we approach the end of the term, we would like to take this opportunity to emphasise the critical importance of 

your child's attendance during the final week of school. This week serves as a significant culmination of their 

learning experience and is essential for their overall educational development. 
 

Here are several compelling reasons to ensure your child is present during this pivotal week:   
 

 Comprehensive Review and Reinforcement: The last week of term is regularly dedicated to reviewing key 

concepts and skills that students have learned over the past months. Engaging in this review process is 
crucial for deepening their understanding and solidifying their knowledge base as they prepare for 

upcoming assessments.  

 Final Assessments and Projects: Throughout this week, many teachers will be conducting important 

evaluations, including final assessments and project presentations. Active participation in these activities is 
vital for your child to demonstrate their understanding and to receive valuable feedback on their 

performance.  
 Fostering Classroom Community and Belonging: The last week is often filled with activities that foster a 

sense of community and belonging. It’s a wonderful opportunity for students to celebrate their 

achievements and strengthen friendships. These experiences not only recognise their hard work 

throughout the term but also help build social connections, which are essential for their emotional well-
being.  

 Essential Information for the Upcoming Term: During the week, teachers will communicate important 

information regarding the next term, including schedules, expectations, and any changes. Ensuring that 
your child is present means they will receive all necessary updates directly, allowing them to start the new 

term with confidence and clarity. 
 

We deeply appreciate your support in encouraging your child to attend school during this vital week.  

Thank you for your ongoing partnership in your child’s education.  
 
Mr A Holmes  

Headteacher 
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REMINDERS 
 

**Lost Property Collection ** 
On Monday, December 16th, we will be displaying all lost property items in reception. Parents and carers are 

welcome to collect any items belonging to their children between 9:30 AM and 3:30 PM. Items left unclaimed after 

this date will be donated to our uniform cupboard. 
 

**Engines Off ** 
To help reduce air pollution, noise levels, and respect our neighbour’s, please remember to turn off your engine 

while waiting to drop off or pick up your child. Thank you for your cooperation.  

 
**Christmas Donations** 

Drop off your donations at the school office by Monday, December 16th. 
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THIS WEEK SO FAR… 
 

A Night to Remember: Awards Ceremony with Special Guest  

Last week, we hosted our first annual Awards 

Evening, and what a spectacular night it was! 
The event celebrated the hard work, dedication, 

and achievements of our exceptional students 
across a range of academic, sporting, and 

creative disciplines. The evening was a true 

testament to the talent and determination of 
our school community. Awards were presented 

for outstanding progress, exemplary effort, and 
remarkable contributions to school life. In 

addition to academic awards, special 

recognition was given to students who have 
demonstrated our 5 key TRACK values showing 

exceptional leadership, teamwork, and kindness 
throughout the year. These qualities underpin 

the values we cherish as a school. We were 

thrilled to welcome guest speaker Paul Bullion, 
who delivered an inspiring keynote address on his acting career in shows such as Peaky Blinders and The Witcher, 

encouraging our students to dream big and pursue their aspirations with confidence.  

A big thank you to all the families, friends, and staff who joined us to celebrate these incredible 

achievements. Your support makes events like this truly memorable. Congratulations once again to all 
our award recipients—you are the pride of our school! We look forward to seeing what you accomplish 

next.  

 

 

 

 

Paul Bullion – Worksh 



 

 

Bellevue Road | Whitstable | Kent | CT5 1PX 

T: 01227 931300 

E: tws_admin@swale.at 

www.thewhitstableschool.org.uk 

Headteacher: Mr A Holmes BA (Hons), MA, NPQH 

 

 

 

 

 
ON TRACK TO EXCELLENCE 

A member of Swale Academies Trust 
Registered Office: Ashdown House, Johnson Road, Sittingbourne, ME10 2JS Registered in England No. 07344732 

A Star-Studded Workshop: Paul Bullion Visits TWS 

Last week, our Drama students had an incredible opportunity to learn from the 

renowned actor Paul Bullion. He shared invaluable insights into the audition process 
and self-tape techniques, inspiring our students to reach new  

heights. On the day, two talented Year 11 students created stunning portraits of 
Paul Bullion as a gift. 
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Book of Commendation-  Celebrating Student Success!  
 

This week, our students have produced some truly exceptional work, which has earned them well-deserved 
recognition in the Book of Commendation. 

 

 Well done to Talulah M and Ida C (Year 7) for their impressive Physics poster.  

 Sophia W (Year 8) for her beautiful Art poster.  

 Sienna W, Douglas N, Cody B, Tommy W (Year 7) for their Creative Christmas Cards in Spanish. 

 Tommy J-W (Year 7) for his excellent science work.  

 Henry H (Year 7) for his Indigenous pattern in Art.  

 
Well done to all! Check out some of their amazing creations!  
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Year 7 Students Recognized for Academic Excellence 

A group of talented Year 7 students were rewarded for their 

outstanding academic achievements with a special lunch with the 
Headteacher last Friday. Well done to all! 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

TRACK Excellence Raffle Winners Announced! 
 

Each Wednesday, the school will run a ‘TRACK Excellence’ 
raffle with three prizes for students.   

To enter, students just have to have seven or more positive 
signatures over the two weeks.   

Students with negative signatures are still able to participate.   

This week winners are Hetty P (Year 7), Nevaeh L (Year 8), 
Mason B (Year 8)  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Students with their prizes in the 

 TRACK Excellence raffle. 
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 **Spreading Festive Cheer with the Stage Academy** 

 
The students of the Stage Academy have been busy this week 

spreading a little festive love. They visited Maya’s Community 
Cafe in Herne Bay where they sang carols for the volunteers 

and donated mince pies to the food bank. They also visited 

Bradbury Grange Nursing home where they sang for the 
residents there, the students were wonderful and chatted away 

to the residents for a while which really made their day. On the 
way out of the building the children sang Silent Night through 

the corridors so that the residents who cannot leave their rooms 

could hear some Christmas magic. It was a lovely reminder of 
how far a little kindness can go.  

 
 

 
 

Stage Academy continues to be busy next week with The Christmas Show! Tuesday 17th/Wednesday 18th, tickets 

available via Ticketsource. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/the-whitstable-school/E-BVAVEQ?fbclid=IwY2xjawGyhQtleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHRZDdDJDPC9EVc8r3VzRUySa782xZtITB_pzntriHRtH4BN-yj3d_6SD-g_aem_4cSszkbVjtvZgX94ZPTWuw&__cf_chl_rt_tk=qK5jsxiQSkrJCq.4Kd0A4rW6Cq8SGEUWh827rcpR..w-1732617659-1.0.1.1-RED.c2zCL5i2WY2vMNBF0fQeFm1qO1AUYF7.acZC44U


 

 

Bellevue Road | Whitstable | Kent | CT5 1PX 

T: 01227 931300 

E: tws_admin@swale.at 

www.thewhitstableschool.org.uk 

Headteacher: Mr A Holmes BA (Hons), MA, NPQH 

 

 

 

 

 
ON TRACK TO EXCELLENCE 

A member of Swale Academies Trust 
Registered Office: Ashdown House, Johnson Road, Sittingbourne, ME10 2JS Registered in England No. 07344732 

** Our Three Kings Parade is Coming Soon! ** 
 

Did you know that Spanish children do not ONLY get presents from Father 

Christmas? In January they are brought presents from the Three Wise Men 
(just like baby Jesus in the nativity story). This year we will hold our own 

Three Kings Parade, just like they do in Spain! This week we have started 
the search for our Kings. Here are some of the wonderful 

nominations that our Year 7 pupils have been writing in 
Spanish! 

Find out more about 3 Kings Day here 

Find out more about the 3 Kings Parade here 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Year 10 Food Students Impress with Festive Baking 
 

Year 10 have been developing their practical skills and scientific understanding of 

ingredients as well as getting into the festive spirit. We have been looking at the role of 
gluten in bread baking and pastry and the shortening effect alongside theory work in 

Nutrition. The students have worked hard to produce complex bakes and we have had 
some fabulous outcomes. Here is a small selection of their Cinnamon Star breads and 

mince pies! Well done! 

 
    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSHEBzjYiIc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUMC-SHODWI&t=17s
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Celebrate the Season with Our Christmas Dinner!  
 

Our Christmas dinner is now available on ParentPay and students can choose 

from both vegan and non-vegan options.  

The Christmas dinner will take place on the 18th December in the restaurant 

and all ParentPay payments need to be completed before the 13th December 

2024. Those who receive free school meals will have received a google form via 

email to complete (if you have not please contact tws_admin@swale.at).  

Please be aware that limited other meal choices will be available on the day 

from our Grab and Go pod. 

This month students can also enjoy our festive menu, gingerbread biscuits, hot 
chocolate, and more. 

 

 
 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

**Save the Date!** 📆 

Our Careers Fair is coming up on 13th of March 2025.  

Keep an eye out for more details! 
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Important Work Experience Dates for Year 10 

 Week of: June 30th - July 4th, 2025 (5 days) 

What is Work Experience? 

Work experience is a valuable opportunity for you to: 

 Gain exposure to the professional world and explore different career paths. 

 Develop essential skills desired by employers, such as communication, teamwork, and problem-solving. 

 Boost your confidence and build your personal and social skills. 

Finding Your Placement: 

You are responsible for finding your own work experience placement. This allows you to explore your interests and 

connect with potential career fields. We will be providing support through Unifrog, a platform that helps you track 
and manage your placement search. 

 
Have Questions? 

If you have any further questions about work experience, please don't hesitate to contact: 

 Email: tws-workexperience@swale.at 

NOTICE BOARD  

Important Notice: Gas Network Upgrade- Bellevue 

Road/Millstrood Road, Whitstable 

 

Please be aware that gas network upgrade works will begin in early 
January 2025 and are expected to last approximately three weeks. To 

minimize disruption, please plan your child's drop-off and pick-up times 

in advance, as the gas network upgrade will impact access to the school 
during this period. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:tws-workexperience@swale.at
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For more updates and events, please visit our website and follow us on X and Facebook. 
 

https://www.thewhitstableschool.org.uk/ 

https://www.facebook.com/TheWhitstableSchool  
https://x.com/TheWhitSchool  

 
Best wishes  

The Whitstable School Team 

https://www.thewhitstableschool.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/TheWhitstableSchool
https://x.com/TheWhitSchool

