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What an extraordinary week it has been! This past week was exceptionally successful and productive, offering
many exciting highlights and important details to share. Please read on for more details and highlights from this

week.

Key Dates:

03 December 2025 - Year 7, 8 and 9 Parent
Forum

04 December 2025 - Year 12 Parents Evening
09 December 2025 - Flu Immunisations — For
Students 7—-11-year groups

11 December 2025 - Year 11 Parents Evening
17 December 2025 — Christmas Dinner

19 December 2025 - End of Term 2
(Non-Uniform day and students leave at 12:55PM).
05 January 2026 - Staff Development Day
06 January 2026 - Start of Term 3

08 January 2026 - Year 7 Parents Evening

14 January 2026 - Sixth Form Parent Forum
15 January 2026 - Year 13 Parents Evening
22 January 2026 - Year 10 Parents Evening
29 January 2026 - Year 8 Parents Evening

05 February 2026 - Year 9 Parents Evening
13 February 2026 - End of Term 3
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We are decorating our classrooms for the festive
season!

Calling all students: If you have any unused
Christmas decorations at home, please kindly donate
them next week. Please give them to your Ready to

Learn teacher to help decorate your room!

Thank you for your help in spreading the Christmas
cheer.

NEXT WEEK IS
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SIXTH FORM UPDATE
** Thank you! Sixth Form Applications Now Open! **

We would like to extend a huge thank you to everyone who attended our fantastic Sixth Form Open Evening
last night. Here are the key details you need to apply for 2026:

e Prospectus: Check out our brand-new prospectus.
Download your copy here: Sixth Form Prospectus

e Applications: All applications should be made through Kent Choices, where you can peruse our full 2026
course offer.

Apply here: [[7 Kent Choices

Need Advice?

If you or your child would like to speak to Ms. Simons, Head of Sixth Form, regarding any aspect of the application
process, please contact us at tws_sixthform@swale.at. We are excited to receive your applications!

Kent Choices Checklist: Stay On Track [ ]

We strongly encourage students in Year 11 to log on and familiarise themselves with the Kent Choices website as
soon as possible. Use this quick tick list to help ensure your child is making great progress:

Get logged on.

Complete the online profile.

Note down the open days of Colleges/Sixth Forms.
Start to think about and make application(s).

CHOICES Year 11 timeline T2 b 2N

——

Resources & Support

Ghcodnte

For helpful videos and information for both parents and
students, please use this link: Kent Choices Resources
Any queries or questions should be directed to a member
of the careers team in school, or you can contact us via
email at tws_careers@swale.at.
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** parental Careers Support: Volunteer Needed! **

As we strive to provide our students with the best possible foundation for their futures, we know that some of the
most valuable lessons come from real-world experience.

We are reaching out to you, our wonderful parent community, hoping to build a collaborative network for our
upcoming careers events.

Your professional insights could make a huge difference!

If you can support our students in any way (even just for an hour), please complete this Google Form

If you have any questions, please contact me via email at tws careers@swale.at.

UPCOMING EVENTS

** Important reminder: Upcoming School Immunisations **

Seasonal Flu Vaccine (December 2025)

The Immunisation Service will be visiting the school on Tuesday, December 9, 2025, to offer the Seasonal Flu
Vaccine to students from Year 7 to Year 11. Students in Year 12 or 13 with an underlying health condition
should contact their GP surgery to arrange their vaccination.

Action Required:
> Please discuss this immunisation with your child.
» Complete the online consent form at: www.kentimmunisations.co.uk
> Deadline: Please submit your form before 4:00 PM on December 4, 2025. School Code is:
KT144354
If your child cannot be vaccinated at school, you will receive an email with a link to book an alternative
appointment at one of their clinics.

HPV Vaccine (February/March 2026)

The Immunisation Team has also scheduled visits for the HPV Vaccine on the following dates:
> Waednesday, February 25, 2026
> Waednesday, March 11, 2026 (Full-day visits)

The primary focus is Year 8 students. However, students in Years 9, 10 or 11 who have not yet received a dose
of the HPV vaccine will also be included in these sessions if they are available.
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¢ General Information: For more details on the flu vaccine, visit vaccineknowledge.ox.ac.uk/flu-vaccine or

www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/child-flu-vaccine.

e General Questions: If you have questions about the process for the immunisations, please contact the

school office.

e Health Support: For wider support regarding issues like sleep, behaviour, emotional support, and healthy
lifestyles, Kent School Health supports children and young people aged four to nineteen. You can find

helpful information at Kent Family: https://family.kentcht.nhs.uk/

{I The Christmas Gift Grotto Returns! Support Our Holiday Appeal £

As the holiday season approaches, we are dedicated to ensuring that every
child experiences the joy of Christmas, especially those in need.

To achieve this, the Christmas Gift Grotto will return this year, and we are
reaching out for your support!

We are kindly requesting donations of new Christmas gifts that we can
distribute to children who may otherwise not receive gifts this year. Any
contribution, large or small, will bring happiness and a sense of belonging
during this festive season.

Last year, we proudly provided gifts to just over 50 vulnerable families and
the thoughtful donations were very much appreciated!

How You Can Help:

e Donate Gifts: Your donation can be a new toy, books, clothing or
any other gift you feel would delight a child (or a gift they can give
to their family).

e Drop-Off Location: Please drop off the presents at the school office
or the safeguarding office.

"All Wrapped Up" Programme (Food Vouchers)
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CHRST AS
GIVE A GIFT

* THIS
CHRISTMAS

HELP US MAKE CHRISTMAS MAGICAL TO
THOSE IN NEED.
A TOYS, GAMES, PUZZLES, BATH
o AND BODY, ANY AGE GIFT
WELCOME

P FOR A STUDENT TO PICK A GIFT FOR
THEMSELVES AND FOR A LOVED ONE
o

w

In addition to the Grotto, Miss Crocombe is overseeing the 'All Wrapped Up' programme. We can confidentially
refer families in need who will receive a food voucher to help towards Christmas expenses.

If you are aware of any families who would benefit from this programme, please let Miss

Crocombe know. Thank you for your incredible generosity.
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THIS WEEK SO FAR...
** Book of Commendation- Celebrating Student Success! **

We are pleased to announce the following students have been recognised for exceptional work and have been
added to the Book of Commendation.

Maths:

e Aria, Myle, Grace, Imogen, Victoria, Eva, Matt (Year 8) and Nevaeh, Poppy
(Year 7) were commended for their excellent work on linear graphs.

Construction:

e Danny and Hayden (Year 10) were commended for their construction work on
tilling.

** Big Book Swap Success & January Plans! **

Our first Big Book Swap was a huge success, with over 40
books swapping hands!

Faith (Year 7) was absolutely delighted with her swap. It was
wonderful to hear pupils saying, "You should read this one—I
loved it," promoting books they've read with others.

We love that this initiative promotes:

e Sustainability
e Sharing "new-to-you" books
e Discovering new genres

We'll be running the Book Swap again in January, so please keep hold of any unwanted books over the

holidays to bring in then!
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** Exciting News: MicroSTEM SEMinars Next Week! **

The countdown is on for our MicroSTEM SEMinars!

Next Friday, December 5th, 2025, secondary students across our

Trust will get hands-on with an incredible portable Scanning
Electron Microscope (SEM), generously on loan from Hitachi.

This fantastic trust-wide event will allow students to learn essential
real-world scientific skills, exploring subjects like Easter Island and

insects and even viewing their own non-living specimens in
extraordinary detail.
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** Food Preparation and Nutrition: Year 10 Success! **

The Year 10 GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition students truly
impressed this week with their latest assessment piece!

They were tasked with planning and cooking a main meal suitable for a
sporty teenager. The students displayed a wide variety of excellent
presentation and successfully executed complex skills.

Well done to all the students for their hard work!

** Geography: Year 8 Exploring Migration Challenges **

Year 8 students have been deeply engaged in their study of migration,
focusing on the complex challenges faced during a migrant's journey.
They were tasked with writing an article detailing these difficulties and

. .+ Wwe are proud to share a few compelling examples of their insightful

L hoone! , work. The students demonstrated excellent understanding and sensitivity

! it
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in tackling this important, real-world topic.
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** Whimech Robotics Teams Deliver Phenomenal Start! **

What a sensational opening to the Vex Robotics season!

Our two brilliant teams, Whimech and Whimech Prime, delivered an
outstanding performance across two major regional tournaments this
week, demonstrating incredible skill and engineering prowess against
massive fields of competitors. Both teams achieved the remarkable goal
of reaching the final rounds in their respective tournaments.

At the highly competitive Haileybury School event, Whimech Prime
secured an impressive 6th place overall, and just one day later at Queen
Elizabeth School, Team Whimech achieved an incredible 4th place
against 44 teams. As the only comprehensive school from Kent attending
both events, this success has propelled Team Whimech to 28th and
Whimech Prime to 31st in the UK Vex Robotics national rankings!

This brilliant performance is a testament to the dedication and talent of
our students, and we can't wait to see what they achieve next.

** Road Safety Performance **

Our students thoroughly enjoyed the Road Safety Performance they watched on the stage this Monday. It was
a valuable and engaging way to reinforce important safety messages!
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** Consistent Attendance: The Cornerstone of Success and Wellbeing **
ATTENDANCE

Attendance isn't just about learning in class; it's your all-access pass to everything exciting =

happening at The Whitstable School! We believe that the incredible clubs, trips and competitive

events are the best reasons to keep school attendance at 100%.

We offer over 30 extra-curricular clubs and activities that turn a regular school week into

something epic.

Activities Include
e Cross Trust events
e STEM clubs (Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths)
e Visitors talk
e Competitions
e Trips, and much more

Encouraging Student Responsibility

We are actively encouraging participation in existing roles designed to build student confidence and responsibility,
such as:

e Year 7: Attendance Runner (Once a term for two periods on a chosen day)

e Year 8: Student Runner (Once a term for the whole day)
Students who participate in these roles will receive positive points on their Track cards!

Q Remember: We have exciting opportunities available every week within the school and consistent attendance
is essential for students who want to participate and get involved!

> For more information, please visit our website:
TWS Extra- Curricular

[F] Next Week's Key Events (Starting Monday, December 1st)
Here are the key events and important mock exam dates scheduled for the upcoming week:

o Art/Photography/Textiles Mocks (Full Day):
o When: Tuesday, December 2nd — Friday, December 5th, 2025 (Full day)
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¢ Mathematics Trip:
o When: Tuesday, December 2nd, 8:00 AM — 5:00 PM
o What: Year 7 in The Winton Gallery
¢ Shakefest (Weekly Drama Competition):
o When: Wednesday, December 3rd, 3:10 PM — 4:30 PM
o Location: CZ1/Stage
e Harry Potter Studio Tour Trip:
o When: Friday, December 5th, 9:30 AM — 7:00 PM
o Who: Year 10, 12 & 13
e Trust Event: MicroSTEM at TWS
o When: Friday, December 5th, 9:30 AM — 2:45 PM (Approximate times)
o What: Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM) seminars for students from across the Trust.

NOTICE BOARD

** YOUNG CARERS AT THE WHITSTABLE SCHOOL **

Did you know that The Whitstable School has a Young Carers Support Group What does caring
running every Wednesday lunchtime in GZ2? look like for you?
This group is run by Mrs James and is open to all Young Carers (registered or
non-registered).

Whether it is to just sit and listen, talk and share or just be in the company of
other young people with caring responsibilities, we are here!

What is a Young Carer?

A young carer is a young person under 18yrs who provides practical and/or
emotional support, usually to a family member who may have: A long-term health
condition, illness or frailty, Physical Disability, Neurodevelopmental Disorder, poor
mental health or substance misuse issue

If you are unsure if your child is a Young Carer, please contact Mrs James or see attached for more information
Young Carers Parent Resource
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** Annual Policing Survey: Have Your Say **

Matthew Scott, the Kent Police and Crime Commissioner, is currently undertaking an Annual Policing Survey.
The survey seeks the public’s views on trust in the Police, safety where we live, and what the Force’s priorities
should be.
TWS has been asked to share this survey with pupils and parents so that you can have your say on your
experiences. Last year, over a thousand young people took part and directly influenced policy in Kent.

e Take the Survey Here: Policing Survey Link

e Deadline: The survey closes at the end of December 25th.
The results will be used to set Kent Police’s priorities next year and inform how we can work together to improve
safety. Thank you for any support you can provide.

The Q2 Mm =

Whitstable AW
School NON-UNIFORM DAY
” Non Uniform Day! - S
to be crowned the next £1
Young Cooks Champion? All proceeds to
go to SNAAP
Al d 6 -18? < ?
D;e;/:uuhaagvz a flair for flavours and a passion for 3.‘?».‘.“).;‘15-?
cooking? Prbibios Pomjans
You are invited to take part in our Young Cooks
cookery competition with the winners receiving
a share of £500
In addition, a finalist will be selected to cook Who are SNAAP?
at a Showcase Lunch at The Dog in Wingham SN
and may have the opportunity to attend e SNAAP - Special Needs Advisory and Activities Project - are a

£ Pebrras Prufock

local (Heme Bay) Charity, who support families across the
Canterbury District to navigate the Special Needs world

a master class!

Closing Date:
3l1st January 2026

Scan or visit for more details & entry

SNAAP informs, encourages and supports

( families, enabling them to provide the best
ol O Vi y poss.ible help to their children via a range of

setvices

+ Help with form filling

« Stay & play sessions

+ Age related Clubs

+ Support with food and Clothing

» Emotional support

+ Advocacy Support

TWS community & they
recently admitted that if they
don’t get donations they will
have to close  Let's not let tha
happen!

SNAAP doesn't require a diagnosis & you
don't need a professional referral

sekgroup.org.uk/support
/sek-schools/young-
cooks-competition
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Canterbury
December 20th, 2025 -

Programme e«

Our Activities

Wildwood Trips
Roller Skating

Table Top Gaming
Family Swim

New Years Eve Party
Pantomime: Snow
White and the
Seven Dwarfs Find us on Facebook or
Instagram at

Canterbury Family
Hubs

Contact us
CanterburyFH@kent.gov.uk

Family Hub Sites are run by Kent County Council
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Canterbury Family Hubs

Information:
Booking Activities:

Families of children aged 4 to 16
years, who are in receipt of benefits
related to free school meals can
access our winter holidays Holiday
Activities and Food (HAF) Programme.
The Haliday Activities and Food (HAF)
Programme in Kent focuses on
children's physical health and
wellbeing by praviding healthy food
and exciting activities for children and
young people during the school
holidays.

To register your interest, please email:
canterburyfh@kent.gov.uk

31° December
New Years Eve Party

Come along for our New Year's Eve
family celebration. We'll be counting
down to 12 noon with music, games
and entertainment.

Aimed at 0-11 but open to all ages.

10:30am - 12:30pm

Herne Bay Family Hub,
Memoaorial Park,

Kings Road,

Herne Bay,

CT6 5RG

20th & 22nd December
Wildwood Trip

We have a number of tickets
available for families to enjoy a day
at wildwood, with lunch provided for
all young peaple attending.

Time slot booking required for
Santa's Grotto.

For 0-19 years (25 SEND).
Parents/carers in attendance.

Meet at: 10:00am

Herne

Common, Requires
Herne Bay Booking
CT671Q

22nd December
Table Top Gaming

Ready to roll the dice and dive into epic
adventures? Comne along for an
afternoon of fun, strategy. and great
company! Whether you're a seasoned
gammer or just curious to try something
new, everyone is welcome, Bring your
favourite game or join in on ours—let's
make it @ night to remember!

For 11-18 years (25 SEND).

1:00pm - 5:00pm
The Long Rest,
8 Butchery

Lane, Canter-
bury, CT1 2JR

2™ January
Pantomime

We have a number of tickets available
for families to see Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs. Healthy snack bags will
be available,

Please note, this performance includes
the use of haze, smoke, pyrotechnics,
streamers and sudden loud noises.
For 0-19 years (25 SEND).

2:30pm - 5:00pm

The Marlowe Theatre,
The Friars,

Canterbury,
CT1 2AS

“The Institute for
Heseariirin Schanls

20th December
Roller Skating

Get ready to glide, spin, and groove!
Join us for an awesome afternoon
of roller skating and music.

No experience? No problem! Skates
will be available. Bring your energy
and have some fun.

For 11-15 years (25 SEND).

1:00pm - 2:30pm
The Bay Sports.
Arena,
Bullockstone
Rd, Herne Bay,
CTe 7NS

Requires

Booking

30th December
Family Swim

Free Family Swim session.

Meet us at Kingsmead Leisure
Centre reception for your 1 hour
swimming ticket and healthy snack
bag (2:30pm - 3:30pm).

For 0-19 years (25 SEND),
parents/carers in attendance.

*Cme family suam ticker entires 2 adulis and 2 children.

Meet at: 2:15pm

Kingsmead Leisure Centre,
Kingsmead
Road,

Canterbury,
CT2 7PH
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At The National College, our Wakeupwednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

What Parents & Educators Need!to Know about

TIKTOK

WHA Online videos are often associated with apps such as YouTube, but among teens, TikTok is king. The app

pLMERSE,

—

AGE-INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT

TikTok's Following Feed shows videos from known
creators, while the default For You Feed serves
endless clips based on viewing history. Most are
harmiess, but unsuitable content can still appear,
and watching for long enough signals interest to the
algorithm, Although TikTok bans illegal or
inappropriate uploads, the volume of posts means
some slip through, increasing the chance that
children encounter age-inappropriate material

before it is detected or removed.

- r\
BODY IMAGE AND /
DANGEROUS CHALLENGES
Ofcom reports that most online harms for girls
involve body image, while boys more often see
dangerous stunts. Both types appear frequently on
TikTok and spread quickly through its
engagement-driven algorithm. Harmful challenges
have included the “blackout” trend, where users held
their breath until passing out. Families filed lawsuits
after children died linked to the trend, showing how

extreme or risky content can rapidly reach young
people and negatively influence them.

e - — —Q -

IN-APP SPENDING @ i@
+

TikTok is free, but children can still spend money.

TikTok coins, costing £9.99 to £224.99, let users buy

gifts for creators. TikTok Shop adds risk by allowing

purchases from influencers or companies,

sometimes leading to poor-quality items driven by

persuasive marketing. A Canadian investigation

found TikTok collected personal data from many

children for targeting and advertising despite age

limits, meaning young users may lose control over

their personal information.

ENABLE FAMILY PAIRING

Family Pairing allows parents to link their TikTok account to their child’s in

order to manage settings remotely. Parents can then tum on Restricted Mode
(reducing the chances of a child seeing inappropriate content), set screen time limits,
make accounts private and manage whether their child can send messages - and if
they can, to whom. Children cannot alter these settings without parental approval.

_
DISCUSS THE DANGERS [ ¢6)

If @ child wants to use TikTok and you're happy for them to do so, it's good
practice to discuss the potential risks. Ensure they don't share any identifying
personal information o respond to dangerous trends, and that they know to talk to a
if they're worried by interactions on the app. With more teens using TikTok
important to talk about misinformation and propaganda.
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Meet Our Expert

Alan Martin is an experienced technology journalist who
has written for the likes of Wired, TechRadar, Tom’s Guide,
The Evening Standard and The New Statesman.
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provides a potentially addictive, never-ending stream of short clips tailored to users interests based on
their viewing habits. Around half of British children use TikTok, and while most content is benign, Ofcom -
considers it the app where young people are “most likely to encounter a potential harm”.
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(Certain features are
restricted to over-18s only)

CONTACT WITH
* STRANGERS v

Between 1.6 and 1.9 billion people use TikTok,
meaning there’s a high risk of unwanted attention
from strangers. Accounts created by over-18s (or
young people using a fake date of birth) are set to
public view by default. This means that not only is
someone’s profile visible to everyone else on the app,
it also suggests their videos to others and allows
anyone to download or comment on them.

MISINFORMATION AND  Errgvem,
RADICALISATION =

TikTok's short videos may appear lighthearted,

but they can expose young people to harmful ideas.
Misinformation is common, and Ofcom reports that
nearly one third of 12-15-year-olds use TikTok as a
news source, increasing the chance of seeing racist,
misogynistic, extremist or conspiracy material. Even
brief clips can influence impressionable users and
shape their worldview, making discussions about
critical thinking, propaganda and online influence
especially important for parents and educators.

s =
ADDICTIVE DESIGN a

TikTok's fast-paced stream of eye-catching videos
can be potentially addictive for young users. In 2024,
UK children spent an average of 127 minutes per day
on the platform, double the time recorded in 2020.
Excessive use can disrupt sleep, increase irritability,
and distract from heaithier activities. Constantly
skipping between short clips may also affect
attention span, making it harder to focus on longer
tasks such as homework or reading.
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BLOCK IN-APP SPENDING

Parents can restrict in-app purchases on iPhone and Android devices to prevent
accidental orimpulsive TikTok spending. Young people can easily spend large
amounts on TikTok coins or low-quality products promoted through TikTok Shop. If
disappointing purchase occurs, turn it into a discussion about influencer marketing
and how online promotions can be misleading.
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READ THE SIGNS ;ﬁls

If you're concerned that a child is spending too much time on TikTok, or that they've J
been emotionally affected by something they've seen, it’s important to know how to

spot the signs. Increased irritability and a lack of concentration are potential red flags,

as is failing to complete homework or skipping meals. Remember, the parental controls

are there for areason, and it's never too late tointroduce limits. '
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REMINDERS

** Respecting Accessible Parking Spaces **

We kindly remind all parents and visitors to respect our designated accessible parking spaces. These spaces are
reserved for individuals with disabilities who require proximity to the school entrance.
Please remember:

e Not all disabilities are visible: Please remember that many individuals with disabilities may not show
outward signs.
¢ Permits must be displayed: If you have a valid permit, please ensure it is clearly visible in your vehicle's
windscreen. Some individuals may have valid permits that are not always displayed.
e Cooperation is key: We rely on everyone's cooperation to ensure these spaces are available for those
who need them.
We understand that parking can be challenging, but we ask that you be considerate of others and refrain from
parking in accessible spaces unless you have a valid permit.
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation in making our school accessible for everyone.

** Engines Off **

To help reduce air pollution, noise levels, and respect our neighbour’s, please remember to turn off your engine
while waiting to drop off or pick up your child. Thank you for your cooperation.

For more updates and events, please visit our website and follow us on X and Facebook.
https://www.thewhitstableschool.org.uk/

https://www.facebook.com/TheWhitstableSchool
https://x.com/TheWhitSchool

Best Wishes
The Whitstable School Team
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