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12 December 2025 

NEWSLETTER! 

Dear Families, 

This past week was exceptionally successful and productive, offering many exciting highlights and important details 

to share. Please read on for more details and highlights from this week.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Key Dates: 

17 December 2025 – Christmas Dinner 
19 December 2025 - End of Term 2  

(Non-Uniform day and students leave at 12:55PM 
£1 Donation- All proceedings to go to SNAAP)  
05 January 2026 - Staff Development Day  

06 January 2026 - Start of Term 3  
08 January 2026 - Year 7 Parents Evening  

Time: 3:30PM – 7:00PM 
14 January 2026 - Sixth Form Parent Forum from 

Time: 5:00PM- 6:00PM 

15 January 2026 - Year 13 Parents Evening  
Time: 3:30PM – 7:00PM 

22 January 2026 - Year 10 Parents Evening  
Time: 3:30PM – 7:00PM 

29 January 2026 - Year 8 Parents Evening  
Time: 3:30PM – 7:00PM 

05 February 2026 - Year 9 Parents Evening  

Time: 3:30PM – 7:00PM 
13 February 2026 - End of Term 3 

 
 
 

  

NEXT WEEK IS 

WEEK B 

TIMETABLE 
 

 

 

 

   

Christmas Dinner will be held next 

Wednesday, December 17th, 2025, in our 

restaurant, Cucina. Cost £3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminder 
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SIXTH FORM UPDATE  

 
 ** Thank you! Sixth Form Applications Now Open! **  

 

We would like to extend a huge thank you to everyone who attended our fantastic Sixth Form Open Evening 
Here are the key details you need to apply for 2026: 

• Prospectus: Check out our brand-new prospectus.  

Download your copy here:    Sixth Form Prospectus 

 

• Applications: All applications should be made through Kent Choices, where you can peruse our full 2026 

course offer. 

Apply here:           Kent Choices  

Need Advice? 

 
If you or your child would like to speak to Ms. Simons, Head of Sixth Form, regarding any aspect of the application 
process, please contact us at tws_sixthform@swale.at. We are excited to receive your applications! 

** University Success & Sixth Form Applications! **  

 

Huge congratulations to all our Year 13 students who have attended university interviews this week! We are 

thrilled to see the offers rolling in, including places for: 

 

• History at King's College London 

• Primary Education at Canterbury Christ Church University (CCCU) 

• Illustration and Animation at the University for the Creative Arts (UCA) 

 

It is not too late to apply through UCAS! Please contact Ms. Simons or Mr. Lane for more information and support.  

 

   Year 11: Apply to Sixth Form! 

 

Interviews for our Sixth Form will begin in January! We urge all Year 11 students to submit their applications as 

soon as possible to secure an offer on their preferred courses. 

If students have any questions regarding applications, Kent Choices for TWS Sixth Form, courses, or student life, 

please get in touch with Ms. Simons, Head of Sixth Form, at tws_sixthform@swale.at. 

 

https://thewhitstableschool.ovw6.devwebsite.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=782&type=pdf&fbclid=IwY2xjawOBYkRleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZA81MTQ3NzE1NjkyMjgwNjEAAR52sy-niwDH-NK6GUuCiWrfn0Bqmfb83RJXk4iBImp0ohpyFwc3Ny7_ejzjaw_aem_iaEYSWm9liZOYFYzj2igcg
https://www.kentprospectus.co.uk/
mailto:tws_sixthform@swale.at
mailto:tws_sixthform@swale.at
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

    Donation Deadline: Tuesday, December 16th, 2025          

 

To ensure every child in need experiences the joy of Christmas, please donate new 

Christmas gifts for the returning Christmas Gift Grotto by Tuesday, 
December 16th, 2025. 

 
How You Can Help: 

 

• Donate Gifts: Your donation can be a new toy, books, clothing or any other 
gift you feel would delight a child (or a gift they can give to their family). 

• Drop-Off Location: Please drop off the presents at the school office or the 

safeguarding office. 

 
"All Wrapped Up" Programme (Food Vouchers) 

 
In addition to the Grotto, Miss Crocombe is overseeing the 'All Wrapped Up' 

programme. We can confidentially refer families in need who will receive a food voucher to help towards Christmas 

expenses. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

** Christmas School Bake Sale** 
 

Next Monday, December 15th, at break time, there will be an event outside the stage, which will be cash only. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

If you are aware of any families who would benefit from this 

programme, please let Miss Crocombe know. Thank you for 

your incredible generosity. 
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** Important reminder: Upcoming School Immunisations **  

 

HPV Vaccine (February/March 2026) 

The Immunisation Team has also scheduled visits for the HPV Vaccine on the 

following dates: 

 Wednesday, February 25, 2026 

 Wednesday, March 11, 2026 (Full-day visits) 

 

The primary focus is Year 8 students. However, students in Years 9, 10 or 11 

who have not yet received a dose of the HPV vaccine will also be included in 

these sessions if they are available. 

Further Information & Support 

 

 General Questions: If you have questions about the process for the immunisations, please contact the 

school office. 

 Health Support: For wider support regarding issues like sleep, behaviour, emotional support, and healthy 

lifestyles, Kent School Health supports children and young people aged four to nineteen. You can find 

helpful information at Kent Family: https://family.kentcht.nhs.uk/ 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:tws_admin@swale.at
https://family.kentcht.nhs.uk/
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THIS WEEK SO FAR… 

** See it, Bin it Competition 

Winners! ** 

Thank you so much to all those who have 

entered our recent See it, Bin it poster 

competition, encouraging students to 
raise awareness of the consequences of 
litter dropping. 

Congratulations to Lily-Mae (Year 12), 

Amelia (Year 7), Maelie (Year 7) and 
Maisie (Year 11)  

The winners will shortly see their posters 

displayed around the school and will be 

awarded a voucher each by our Head 
Teacher, Mr Holmes.   

Other student posters will also be part of 

displays, encouraging students to ‘See it, 
bin it!’ around our School.  
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** Sixth Form Artist Selected for John Downton Awards! **  

We are announcing that Year 13 student Esther has had her A Level 
coursework painting selected for exhibition at the prestigious John 
Downton Awards at County Hall, Maidstone! 

This year marks the 25th Anniversary of the exhibition, and Esther's 
beautiful still life painting can win a prize. 

Congratulations to Esther, who will be continuing her Art education 
at university in Canterbury. 

 

 

** Year 8 Parliament Debates Migration! **  

Some Year 8 students participated in a fantastic and engaging classroom 

debate this week, focusing on the positive and negative impacts of 
migration to the UK (both legal and illegal). 

To prepare, students conducted extended research to represent their 
cabinet positions. They were assigned key areas related to migration (such 
as education and housing) and tasked with collecting evidence. 

In the following lesson, they delivered well-researched speeches arguing 

their points, followed by strong counterarguments from the opposition, 
which led to a lively question session. Students were incredibly articulate, 

considerate and respectfully presented their findings—a truly 
excellent display of citizenship and critical thinking!   
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** TRACK Excellence Raffle Winners Announced! ** 

Each Wednesday, the school will run a ‘TRACK Excellence’ 
raffle for all students.  To enter, students must have seven or more positive signatures 

over the two weeks. Students with negative signatures are still able to participate.    
This week's winner is Tyler (Year 8) and prize is lunch voucher for our restaurant 

Cuccina.  
 

 
 
** Book of Commendation- Celebrating Student Success! ** 
We are pleased to announce the following students have been recognised for exceptional work and have been 

added to the Book of Commendation.  
 

Art: 
 Holly and Millie (Year 7) were commended for their excellent work on their portrait of the late Queen.  

 
History: 

• Isabella, Crystal and Aria (Year 8) were commended for their 
history exercise about the Stono Rebellion, 1739. 

English:  

• Faith and Bella (Year 7) were recognised for their fantastic 
drawing related to Coraline. 

Food and nutrition: 

• Kaiden, George and Sam (Year 7) for their amazing Romeo 
and Juliet performance.  

Maths:  

• Nancy, Elkie and Annabel (Year 8) were recognised for their 
outstanding revision pages.   
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** GCSE Art, Photography & Textiles Exhibition! **  

The GCSE Fine Art, Photography, and Textiles students are showcasing their wonderful coursework in an end-of-
term exhibition! 

Students and staff are all welcome to view the incredible artwork displayed around the Art department until the 
end of term. 

Private View Invitation for Year 11 Parents 

Parents of Year 11 students are specially invited to 

come and celebrate the success of the students at our 

Private View! 
 

• When: Tuesday, December 16th, 2025  

• Time: 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM  

 
We hope to see you all there! — Mrs. Connell 
 

** Harry Potter Studio Tour Trip! **  

Last Friday, 30 pupils from Years 10, 12, and 13 had an incredible opportunity to visit the 

Harry Potter Studios and experience 'walking in the footsteps of Harry Potter and 

exploring the wonders of the Wizarding World.' 
 

The students began with an hour-long lesson focused on Mise-en-scène, where they got 
an up-close look at the actual costumes, props, and set designs. This was followed by three 

and a half hours of exploring the fascinating making of the Harry Potter films. 

 
It was a truly great learning experience and the pupils got a huge amount out of the trip! 
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** A Week of Scientific Exploration: Electron Microscopy! **  

 

Wow, what a week of scientific exploration it has been! 

Students across the Trust had an unforgettable experience as our A-Level groups, Year 7, 9, 10, and 

11, along with other schools in the community, delved into the microworld using a cutting-edge 

electron microscope! 

Shutterstock 

We used this incredible high technology to: 

• Scan Electron Images: Capture breathtaking, high-resolution views of specimens that are invisible to the 

naked eye. 

• Chemical Analysis: Collect detailed data on the chemical composition of the 

samples. 

It was an inspiring week of hands-on learning, showcasing how high-tech tools are used 

in real-world science. Future scientists in the making! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ants head 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Butterfly 

tongue 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Moth 

antenna 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Bellevue Road | Whitstable | Kent | CT5 1PX 

T: 01227 931300 

E: tws_admin@swale.at 

www.thewhitstableschool.org.uk  

Headteacher: Mr A Holmes BA (Hons), MA, NPQH 

 

 

 

 

  

ON TRACK TO EXCELLENCE 

A member of Swale Academies Trust 
Registered Office: Ashdown House, Johnson Road, Sittingbourne, ME10 2JS Registered in England No. 07344732 

** Elf on the 'Reading Shelf' Challenge! ** 

 

Our reading challenge is in full swing, with pupils successfully finding our elves 

hidden on the shelves throughout the week! 

 

It’s currently neck and neck between Mrs. Rosa’s Year 7 group and Miss 

O’Flaherty’s group—but the elves will be hiding (and reading!) next week too, 

so it's all to play for! 

Yesterday, the elves enjoyed reading a book by Sophie Kinsella, a tribute to 

the popular children's author whose book, 'Finding Audrey', is one of the 

library’s favourites. 

If you are looking for a festive book for your child, please pop into the library for ideas, or follow the link below for 

a great list: 

 

The ultimate Christmas book list - updated for 2025 | Books to Read | National Book Tokens 

 

Remember, your child’s English teacher monitors their reading via our popular reading 'padlets'—do ask your child 

to show you their padlet for further inspiration! 

 
 

** Consistent Attendance: The Cornerstone of Success and Wellbeing ** 

 

Attendance isn't just about learning in class; it's your all-access pass to everything exciting happening at The 

Whitstable School! We believe that the incredible clubs, trips and competitive events are the best reasons to keep 

school attendance at 100%. 

We offer over 30 extra-curricular clubs and activities that turn a regular school week into something epic. 

 

Activities Include 

• Cross Trust events 

• STEM clubs (Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths) 

• Visitors talk 

• Competitions  

• Trips, and much more 

 

 

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/the-ultimate-christmas-book-list?srsltid=AfmBOoofFscxk_Rs5wRUibCHiai1Op58QLMzgZ_sM4rwgR5z4YZyHOpB
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             Next Week's Key Events (Starting Monday, December 15th) 

 

Here are the key events and dates scheduled for the upcoming week: 

 

Day Event Time Location Details 

Monday, Dec 

15th 

Year 12/13 London 

Trip (V&A East) 

8:00 AM – 

6:00 PM 
V&A East (ANE) Trip 

Tuesday, Dec 

16th 

STEM Racing Regional 

Final 

8:30 AM – 

4:30 PM 
CCCU (ANE) Trip 

Wednesday, Dec 

17th 
Christmas Lunch Lunch Break 

Cucina 

Restaurant 

Festive lunch break to celebrate the end 

of term. 

Wednesday, Dec 

17th 
Shakefest 

3:10 PM – 

4:30 PM 
CZ1/Stage Weekly drama competition 

Thursday, Dec 

18th 
Christmas Show 

6:00 PM – 

8:00 PM 

Kings Hall, 

Herne Bay 

Enjoy student Christmas performances 

and festive entertainment. 

Friday, Dec 19th 
Year 11 Festive 

Karaoke 
R2L Time  Year 11s celebrate the end of term with 

karaoke and nibbles. 

  

Encouraging Student Responsibility 

 

We are actively encouraging participation in existing roles designed to build student confidence and responsibility, 

such as: 

• Year 7: Attendance Runner (Once a term for two periods on a chosen day) 

• Year 8: Student Runner (Once a term for the whole day) 

Students who participate in these roles will receive positive points on their Track cards! 

 

    Remember: We have exciting opportunities available every week within the school and consistent attendance 

is essential for students who want to participate and get involved! 

 

ü For more information, please visit our website:  

TWS Extra- Curricular 

 

 

https://www.thewhitstableschool.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=754&type=pdf
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NOTICE BOARD 

 

100 FREE FAMILY TICKETS – THIS 

CHRISTMAS 

AT WHITSTABLE TOWN FOOTBALL 

CLUB! 

 

We’re spreading some festive 

cheer! Whitstable Town Football Club are giving 

away 100 free family tickets to our local schools for 

our upcoming Christmas fixtures — once they’re 

gone, they’re gone! 

 

To claim yours, simply head to our online Box Office, 

choose either: Saturday 20th December or Saturday 

3rd January  

 

 

At checkout, enter the code FreeTickets (case 

sensitive) and your tickets will be reduced to FREE. 

 

Up to 4 tickets per family Limited to 100 total — first 

come, first served! 

Book now via our Box Office: 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/wtfc 

 

Join us at The Primcura Healthcare Stadium, The 

Belmont, this festive season — bring the family, 

enjoy the football, and be part of the Christmas 

atmosphere!  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/wtfc
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REMINDERS 

** Respecting Accessible Parking Spaces ** 

 

We kindly remind all parents and visitors to respect our designated accessible parking spaces. These spaces are 
reserved for individuals with disabilities who require proximity to the school entrance.  

Please remember: 
 

 Not all disabilities are visible: Please remember that many individuals with disabilities may not show 

outward signs. 
 Permits must be displayed: If you have a valid permit, please ensure it is clearly visible in your vehicle's 

windscreen. Some individuals may have valid permits that are not always displayed. 
 Cooperation is key: We rely on everyone's cooperation to ensure these spaces are available for those 

who need them. 

We understand that parking can be challenging, but we ask that you be considerate of others and refrain from 
parking in accessible spaces unless you have a valid permit. 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation in making our school accessible for everyone. 
 
** Engines Off ** 

To help reduce air pollution, noise levels, and respect our neighbour’s, please remember to turn off your engine 

while waiting to drop off or pick up your child. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

 

For more updates and events, please visit our website and follow us on X and Facebook. 
 

https://www.thewhitstableschool.org.uk/ 
https://www.facebook.com/TheWhitstableSchool  

https://x.com/TheWhitSchool 
 

Best Wishes 

The Whitstable School Team 
 

 
 

 

 
 

https://www.thewhitstableschool.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/TheWhitstableSchool
https://x.com/TheWhitSchool

